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00-0181 is Randy Bryan's reply to my comments in 99-0458 about the use of the word "AND" as a concatenation operator.  He points out that my wordy example is not valid COBOL and disagrees that the word "AND" is less readable than the symbol "&".  

I see that I should have stated some things more clearly.  I did not mean that the wordy example was valid COBOL.  The point was that the COBOL committee chose the symbols for expressions, not the wordy form, and they were obviously right.   (It was obvious to me.)

Regarding the readability of "AND" in concatenation, some programmers will be like me and have a problem with it, and I concede others won't.   I have been and still am a programmer.  I have even coded in COBOL.  So I have some sense of what is "readable" to me as a COBOL programmer.  While B-AND and AND are different, I have used enough languages with "AND" as a logical operator that "AND" does not convey concatenation to me.   Neither does '&', but that was done a long time ago.

So conceding that readability is debatable, I still consider "AND" to be a wrong word choice for concatenation.  We had a paper last meeting that proposed concatenation of data items, which has long been on the list of candidates for the standard.  I touched on that in 99-0458 when I said "Further, I worry that future concatenation of data items would be ambiguous; for example, is A AND B a concatenation or a logical expression?"  Obviously, I was too brief. 

To elaborate, the following illustrates concatenation with data items:

           If  Field-1   &    Field-2    =   something 

Now, if that were instead

          If  Field-1     AND     Field-2   = something 

where A and B are condition-names, or even boolean conditions, how readable is it when AND is both a logical operator and a concatenation operator?

It might be possible to design the language such that this would be unambiguous to a compiler -- but it is less likely to be unambiguous to a reader. 

For now, I stand with my view that "AND" should not be used as a concatenation operator.
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